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LOVE LIKE JESUS - Part 2 
Part ? of LUKE, Luke 6:27-49.


Peter Foxwell. The Cornerstone Church. September 19, 2021.


INTRODUCTION: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

Today's Bible passage was written for such a time as this. It was written to teach the 
followers of Jesus how to respond to persecution. We are urged to love like Jesus.


The first three centuries of the Christian movement were dangerous times for 
Christians. Governments and religious groups relentlessly pressured believers to 
renounce Jesus or lose their jobs, their freedom, their homes, or their lives. Since then, 
there have always been places in the world where it was costly to follow Jesus. In fact, 
in the 20th century more Christians were persecuted and died for Christ than in all 
previous centuries combined.


Persecution is real. In 1938, Japan colonized Korea. The Japanese were Shinto 
Buddhists and they worshipped the sun goddess. They placed a small Shinto shrine 
on the pulpit of every church in Korea and required the pastors to lead their people in 
bowing to the shrine and the sun goddess at the start of every church service. Those 
who refused were arrested, tortured, and even executed. 


Until recent days, the United Sates was a refuge for Christians. We have been free to 
follow Jesus according to Scripture and conscience. That has now changed. In our 
current climate the pressure is on to conform to an anti-biblical worldview. There is 
pressure at work, at school, in the media, and in the neighborhood. 


Increasingly, if we live faithful to Jesus, someone is going to hate us; someone is going 
to slander us and lie about us; someone is going to do us wrong. Someone is going to 
be our enemy. When that happens, we have a choice. We can hate them back. Or we 
can love them like Jesus. That's the teaching of Luke 6:27-49. Let's read it now.


LUKE 6:27-49. 
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OUTLINE: WE LOVE LIKE JESUS WHEN ... 

This is a long passage made up of four interconnected sections. They are joined by a 
common theme: this is how to love like Jesus.


• Verses 27-36: New standard of love - love enemies.


• Verses 37-42: New attitude.


• Verses 43-45: New heart.


• Verses 46-49: New ability.


Let's be honest and realistic: We're not wired to love like Jesus. He has given us an 
impossible challenge. How in the world are we going to follow this teaching? The 
answer is found in sections two, three, and four above.


RECAP: LAST SUNDAY 

Last Sunday, we explored the first part of the answer: We love like Jesus when we 
have a new heart - verses 43-45. The key teaching is in verse 45:


(Luke 6:45) A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 
and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 


By nature, we do not have good hearts. Instead, they are spiritually dead and enslaved 
to sin. Our natural hearts cannot love our enemies. We're in the same situation as 
ancient Israel, we need a change of heart, something only God can do:


(Ezekiel 36:26-27) I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put 
my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my 
laws.


The good news is this: if you are a believer; that is, If you have repented of your sins 
and trusted in Jesus Christ as your God and Savior, that is clear evidence that the 
Spirit has already given you a new heart. You're on the way to being able to love like 
Jesus. Now, let's look at what else must happen before we can love like Jesus. 



 of 3 7

HOW TO LOVE LIKE JESUS 

2.  WE NEED A NEW ABILITY - verses 46-49. 

Impossible Teaching 

Jesus calls his followers to "hear my words and put them into practice" (verse 47). 
This, he says, is building our lives on solid rock. But that is way easier said than done. 


The teachings of Jesus are extremely difficult to practice. They are so counter-cultural. 
Jesus taught us a Kingdom of Heaven lifestyle that conflicts with the ways of the 
kingdoms of this world, which teach us to get revenge and to hurt those who hurt us.


Let's take a moment to get a clear picture of what Jesus is asking his followers to do:


(Luke 6:27-31) Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one 
cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold 
your shirt from them.


Impossible People 

In the context of Luke 6, our enemies are people who hate us, curse us, and mistreat 
us because we follow Jesus. Jesus is not talking about every day hardships; he's 
talking specifically about experiencing persecution for our faith. Jesus is asking us to 
love people with agape love - love that is undeserved. 


Jesus urges his disciples to love those who mock us and humiliate us; co-workers 
who make official complaints against us; bosses who fire us; judges who fine or 
imprison us; mobs who attack or kill us; opportunists who, knowing the police are 
against us, loot our property and possessions? 


Be honest: Could you love that kind of enemy?


Last week, I heard about an email sent from a pastor in Afghanistan. The Taliban is 
searching for him and the members of his congregation. The pastor wrote that they 
have about two weeks to live. Two weeks until they are found and slaughtered by hate 
filled religious extremists. 
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Could you love people bent on your destruction? I tell you what, I love Jesus, but I 
struggle to love the Taliban. No, I want to hate and hurt them.


Impossible Standard 

In stark contrast, Jesus teaches us to love, but it is love according to an impossible 
standard. Dr. Phil Ryken writes that Jesus teaches us to love with:


• Our actions: DO good to those who hate you. 


• Our speech: Bless those who curse you


• Our hearts: Pray for those who mistreat you.


Jesus also teaches us to love with:


• Our humility: If someone slaps you ... This is talking about an insult.


• Our contentment in God: If they take your property, let them.


It feels like Jesus' teachings go against everything we've been taught and our own 
instincts to fight back and get even. In his own day, the rabbis taught that is was OK to 
hate people outside of Israel; so foreigners, such as Roman occupiers, were fair game 
to hate. Truth is, Jesus' teachings are an impossible load for us to carry.


New Ability 

I watched some of the recent Olympic Games. I'm mostly interested in the swimming 
and track events, but one evening I watched weight lifting. One guy, I thought the 
veins in his neck were going to burst. Another, I thought the weights were going to 
crush him, he got so low to the ground. 


To me, that's a graphic picture of us trying to follow Jesus' teachings in our own 
strength. It doesn't go well and it might even crush us. What this tells me is this: we 
cannot follow Jesus in our natural strength or abilities. We don't have the energy, 
wisdom, or willpower to love like Jesus. We need a new ability.


What should we do?


Jesus does not want us to be spiritual weight lifters, shamed and crushed under a load 
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of self-effort and failure. He wants us to rest in his resources. He describes this with a 
word picture drawn from the farm:


(Matthew 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened (exhausted 
by trying to obey God and, in the context of the passage, the regulations of 
Judaism), and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke (submit to my teachings) upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light (because I unite you 
to myself and the Spirit's power).”


Think of an ancient farmer taking his produce to market. He hitches his ox to the cart 
with a yoke that goes over the ox's shoulders. The yoke allows the farmer to direct the 
ox. The picture is this: The yoke that we take on joins us to Jesus' teachings and these 
direct our lives. BUT ... the yoke also joins us to Jesus and his power to change. Now 
take careful note of this: Jesus is gentle and humble. Gentle means he loves you and 
will not abuse you. Humble means he is approachable and his arms are open wide to 
you. And note this also: Jesus' yoke - his teachings - is easy and light because he 
gives you the strength to follow him. Rest in his resources.  


Union with Jesus 

The word picture in Matthew 11 reminds us that we are united to Jesus by faith, by 
coming to him (Colossians 2:12). We are one with him, clothed with him, IN him, and 
united TO him; to his crucified, risen, exalted life. The apostle Paul described it:


(Galatians 2:20a) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me.


(Colossians 2:6-7a) So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 
live your lives IN him, 7 rooted and built up IN him ...


(Romans 6:3-4) ... don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.


It is Jesus, united to us by faith, who gives us the new ability to follow his teachings. 
This is why Paul could write:
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(1 Corinthians 1:31) ... you are IN Christ Jesus, who has become FOR US wisdom 
from God—that is, OUR righteousness, holiness and redemption.


Everything we are called to be and do as Christians is available IN Christ. United to 
Christ:


• His crucifixion kills the power of sin in us; sin loses its grip on us. We can reject 
our natural tendency to hate our enemies.


• His resurrection power is working in and through us. We can choose to follow 
Jesus' teachings knowing his power is flowing through us.


• When we fail, we have his loving, saving, forgiving, restoring Presence in us. 


Pastor and author, Dane Ortlund, explains it this way: "Let HIM, in all his endless 
fullness, love you into growth." ( Deeper: Real Change for Real Sinners).


CONCLUSION: IN CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, BY CHRIST 

The heat is on. The future for Christians even in the United States looks increasingly 
difficult. We are going to be under pressure because we follow Jesus and we do not 
follow the worldly crowd. There will be opportunities to love like Jesus; that is, to love 
those who hurt and hate us because we follow Jesus Christ. 


Don't even try to follow Jesus teachings in your own natural strength and willpower. 
No, trust in the crucified, risen, exalted Person and Power of Jesus. Rest in his 
resources. Our new ability is only found IN Christ, WITH Christ, and BY Christ.


When you are persecuted because you follow Jesus, don't react. Take a breath, pray, 
wait, pray some more, then BY FAITH and IN CHRIST and his resources, do the 
impossible: Love like Jesus, love your enemies with your words and your actions.


______________________________


For a good, brief, article on union with Christ, check out:


https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-union-with-christ 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WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
Sunday, September 19, 2021

Contemporary Service
September 19, 2021

Length
in mins

1:30 Welcome & Invocation -Peter
prayer team on the sides

0:30 prayer-Joey

3:20 Happy Day-Alex

4:27 the house of the lord-Joey
Stay at the chancel

0:45 Pray & Dismiss Kids- joey

3:00 Bible Reading Rom 16:1-27 -Dennis

6:02 See A Victory-Joey
move to front of the chancel

3:00 A.C.T. Prayer- joey

0:00 "S" Prayer-Cathy Jo

35:00 Teaching -Peter, Luke 6:27-49

4:08 Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Beginning To End)-Alex

1:30 Updates- Peter & Joey
Costa Rica meeting after service
Fall Harvest Party Oct 16th 6-9

0:30 Blessing-Peter

63:42
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